Niccolao Manned

Before Aurangzib's first campaign, Manucci
abandoned the service of Shah Alam, and, reach-
ing Suratj made his way by boat to Daman and
Goa, The Portuguese Viceroy had but recently
been defeated by Sambaji, SivajFs successor, in
a skirmish, and eagerly availed himself of
Manucci's services with a view to the negotia-
tion of an agreement, though all the Venetian's
endeavours came to nothing. Further losses be-
falling the Portuguese, Manucci was again
despatched on an embassy, to Shah Alain as well
as to the Mahratta chief. For his excellent
manipulation of these embassies Manucci was, In
1684, created a knight of the Portuguese Order
of St Jago. On a second ambassadorial visit to
Shah Alain, however, the new knight was de-
tained by that nabob as a deserter from, his ser-
vice; but Manucci, after a first abortive attempt'
at flight, succeeded eventually In escaping to
Golconda. Shah Alam subsequently occupied,
Golconda,* and Manucci was for a time in a con-
dition'of the utmost peril; but, after various
adventures. In the course of which he was once/
actually - captured by the Shah's soldiers, he
found a safe refuge at Madras, which he reached
In 1686. The versatile knight now found yet
another occupation, entering the service of the
English governor, Gyfford, as foreign corres-
pondent, and being employed chiefly in mana*g-
ing the governor's correspondence with Aurang-
zib. Governors Yale and Higginson (1687-1698),
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